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STATE: Maryland NAME: Rich Meadows
COUNTY: Carroll

VICINITY: Westminster DATE OR PERIOD: 1753
STREET: Nicademus Road

ORIGINAL OWNER: Samuel Owings STYLE: Dutch Colonial

ORIGINAL USE: PFarm house
PRESENT OWNER: Mr. Gerald A. Gloss ARCHITECT: Unknown
PRESENT USE: Residence
WALL CONSTRUCTION: Pieldstone BUILDER: Unknown
NO. OF STORIES: 2 1/2

OPEN TO PUBLIC: No.

NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION:

Rich Meadows is a fieldstone farwhouse built in two
sections, the first being built in 1753, the second was built
in 1850, Originally the older section had a gambrel roof,
but sometime during its history it was changed into the gable
which exists today. We cannot find out why or when this was
done. The two foot thick fieldstone walls exist in bhoth
sections. They are chinked with plaster. The wooden porch
which is on the front of the house is later addition of un-
known vintage.

The original wide front doors remain. They are hung on
the original strap hinges. It is possible to see on this
door and others in the house the original leather washers
used with the hand cut nails when the door was hung. The
original bar latch remains on the front door. The width of
the doorway makes it extremely unusual. ¥Windows are of
fifteenpane, nine above and six in the lower sash, on the first
floor. All panes are of old glass,

There are eight rooms in the house, on two floors. The
large living room in the older section is beautifully paneled
with a raised paneling. There is no mantel over the fireplace.
Window sills are integral with the chair rail. The wide oak
flooring is still in place. An enclosed staircase runs the
breast of the chimney to the second floor.

At the head of the stairs is a Jacobian balustrade which
the owner thinks is one of very few like it in the state.

The dining room's length runs the width of the house.
It too,; has the paneling below the chair rail. Throughout
the house the walls are plastered and whitewashed as they
were originally. Behind the living room there is a small
narrow room which connects to the dining room through what
was an outside door before the addition. In this door there
is a round peep hole, probably because of the Indian trouble
in the neighborhood.

PHYSICAL CONDITION:

ENDANGERED: No INTERIOR: Good EXTERIOR: Good

(continued on next page)
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(Rich Meadows)

In 1790 a new set of stairs was cut from the small
room behind the living room to the second floor. These
have elaborately turned balusters. The treads are very
narrow and steep. The design is Jacobian.

The second floor has three small rooms and halls very
cut up from the original. A tiny set of stairs lead to
the attie, which is at the top the main stairs. These
rooms are well lit from the twelve pane windows. Ceilings
are about seven feet. poughout the upstairs there are
chair rails and the origind -E,  board flooring.

The split ch: breast re - on the second floor
to become one large :lma:u All of the bedroom and closet
doors are small, of raised mu. and the original Sufolk
latches have never been removed.

The new section is two steps lower tham the older
one and has four rooms. The end room on the first floor
is the old kitchen with a walk-in fireplace and a roughly
hewn mantel. Large built in cupboards are on the right.
A narrow enclosed staircase goes up beside the fiuphm.
The dining room, also a part of the new section, has chair
mx.maumm The second floor has a large

over the ‘poom and a smaller one over the kitchen.

origiaﬂiyth«tﬂﬂmolmmmnm Today it is
two hundred yards away. In the rear of the house was a
row of slave quarters which have recently been torn down.
The original bake over remains.

The patent for "Rich Meadows", 1109 acres, was granted
Hovember 5, 1753, to Samuel Owings. The deed was from
"Trusted and Well Beloved Horatio Sharpe, Esq., Lt. General
and Chief Governor of our said Province of Mwyland,
Chancellor and Keeper of the Great Seal thereof.”" Owings
paid Fifty poands, seven shillings for the grant.

Card, Frances Wetzel and Michael E. Card (1964) Architectural Survey
of Carroll County. (Quebec, Canada)
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Rich Meadows
2322 Nicodemus Road, Westminster
New Windsor Quadrangle
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